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Above: Wayne Hatcher and his famous friend 

 Dean, Holly and Dale  listening to Richard Sherman speak-

ing to the Coronado Chess Club, at the Frontier Restaurant,   

prior to his departure for Virginia. Richard presided here 

for 17 years and was a member of Coronado for 30 years. 
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Excellent Move !!    White Winning   +- 

Good Move  !   White advantage += 

Interesting !?   White small edge +/= 

Dubious ?!   Equal  = 
Bad  ?   Black Winning  -+ 
Blunder ??   Black advantage =+ 
Check  +   Black small edge =/+ 

Double Check ++   Unclear position  Ð 

Checkmate  #   Better move is >=  
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Puzzle Page Solutions 

McCracken/Grinberg:  

1. Kc2 a5 (1... a6 2. Bc4 a5 3. 

Nd5 a4 4. Kc1 a3 5. Ne3 a2 6. 

Nc2#) 2. Bc4 a4 3. Nd5 a3 4. 

Ba2! an innovative way of pre-

venting stalemate Kxa2 5. Nb4+ 

Ka1 6. Kc1 a2 7. Nc2#  

 

White Wins: 

1. Rc8 !! Rxg5 (1... Qxc8 2. 

Bxf6+ Nxf6 3. Qxf6+ Rg7 4. 

Qxg7#) 2. Rxd8+ Rg8 3. 

Rxd7 and the other N falls 

since Rg6 ? fails to 4. Bxf6+ 

Rxf6 5. Rd8#  

 

Sam Lloyd: 

 

1. Bg1! Nf3 2. Rf2 Ke3 3. 

Rxf3#  

 

Stamma 1745: 

1. Qxa7+ ! Kxa7 2. Ra1+ Qa2 

3. Rxa2+ Kb8 4. Ra8+ Kc7 5. 

Ncb5+ Kd7 6. Ra7+ Rc7 7. 

Rxc7+ Ke8 8. Bg6+ Kf8 9. 

Rh8+ Bxh8 10. Ne6+ Kg8 11. 

Bh7#  

 

32. Qxd5 Qd7! [With this consolida-

tion, white's time is short.] 33. Qe5+ 

Qe6 34. Qb8+ Kf7 35. Qxa7+ Nd7 

36. h4 Qe1+ 37. Kh2 Bd6+ 38. g3 

Qxg3+ 0-1 I knew that Steve employed 

a relentless and talented style and that 

if I was to compete with these masters 

and become one I must initialize a 

serious plan to achieve that goal. Ap-

parently, I inherently employed the 

ultra fighting spirit it takes, but I 

lacked chess education. After all Iôd 

grown up in the chess desert of Las 

Vegas, New Mexico, but no excuses 

now! 

 After the 1972 Albuquerque 

Open and to achieve that master chess 

goal, I bought the latest Chess Infor-

mant (2 every year) and would do this 

for the next 12-years. I would play 

over every game, analyze every end-

game, and special diagram and dis-

sected each game to where I thor-

oughly understood it and the dynamics 

of a won, loss, or drawn battle. For 

years I employed the chess coach, Ken 

Damraü, who helped me especially 

with openings. My rating during this 

period, from the late 1970s to the 

1980s, went from 1900s to the 2300s. 

COMING ATTRACTIONS  
 With the November issue of 

Desert Knight, A new column will 

be featured named ñMy Favorite 

Gameò. 

 No matter what your rating, 

you are invited to submit one of 

the games you played as a favorite 

games for a candidate for this new 

section.  Send as either a pgn or 

Fritz cbv file to:  Jim Johnston  at 

jdjohnston@earthlink.net 
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 better on f8? What a stupid move with 

white having multiple opportunities to 

win outright.  Rac8 is solid.] 19. 

Bxh7+!! [Blackôs busted; however, 

with an upcoming blunder on Steveôs 

behalf, I will escape to win this game.]

19. é Kf8 [19. é Kxh7 20. Qh5+ 

Kg8 21. Qxf7+ Kh7 22. Re3 +-]  20. 

Nxf7?? [White returns the favor by 

missing a brilliant forced win! 20. 

Ng6!! and there is no defense to save 

the game. 20. é fxg6 21. Qxe6 Nf6 22. 

Bxf6 +-]  Qc6! Diagram 

 

[Suddenly, white must be concerned 

with the defense of his own king. Black 

has yet to recover, but now Iôm not out 

rightly busted.] 21. f4?  [Guarding 

against mate and covering the bishop 

at g5, but this was not the way to go. 

21. Qg4! Two variations are critical to 

blackôs short term survival: a. 21. é 

Qxg2+ 22. Qxg2 Bxg2 23. Kxg2 Kxf7 

24. Bxe7 Rxe7 25. Be4 ±; or this ultra 

sharp variation b. 21. é Kxf7 22. 

Bg6+ Kxg6 23. Rxe6+ Qxe6 24. 

Qxe6+ Nf6 25. Bxf6 Bxf6 26. Qg4+ 

Kf7 27. Qd7+ Re7 28. Qf5 is mega 

complex with advantage to white be-

cause of his extra pawns.] 21. é Kxf7 

22. f5 Bc5+!! -+  [What this does in 

effect is to force white into a back row 

mate issue. By being super aggressive, 

so far both sides appear unyielding, 

but (at this juncture) it turns out to be 

an illusion that my king is more vulner-

able than his. Iôve gone from being to-

tally lost to now winning.] 23. Kh1 exf5 

24. Qh5+ Kf8!Diagram  

 

[of course not 24. é g6?? 25. Rxf5+ 

Kg7 26. Qh6+ Kh8 27. Bxg6+ Kg8 28. 

Bf7#] 25. Qh3 [Still white cannot ig-

nore my mate on g2. My position ap-

pears to be hanging by a thread, but 

steadily I get out of white's attack. 25. 

Rxf5+ is a defeating shot because of 

Nf6 26. Rxf6+ Qxf6! 27. Rxe8+ Rxe8 -

+] 25. é Rxe1 26. Rxe1 Re8?! [I 

thought if I eliminated whiteôs rooks it 

will be difficult for Steve to continue his 

attack, but 26. é g6! leads to an easier 

win 27. Qh6+ Kf7 28. Re2 Re8 {Bf8-+} 

29. Qxg6+ Qxg6 30. Bxg6+ Kxg6 31. 

Rxe8 Kxg5] 27. Rxe8+ Kxe8 28. Bxf5 

g6?! [Not leading to the turn-around 

white could hope to achieve, but Nf6! Is 

stronger. Every move just hangs-on 28. 

é g6 29. Bxd7+ Qxd7 30. Qh8+ Kf7 

{Bf8}31. Qh7+ Ke8 32. Qg8+ Bf8 33. 

Qxg6+ Qf7 34. Qxf7+ Kxf7 with a 

strong edge for black starting with Bc5 

& Be4.] 29. Be6? Nf8! [However 29. é 

Nf6!! curiously forces a more direct 

win again because of white's back 

row mate issues. 30. Bxf6 Qe4 with 

no contortions to save his game.] 
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Jim Johnston jdjohnston@earthlink.net 
 

Composition & Publishing: Assistant Editor, Art  Byers 

artjbyers@gmail.com 

Puzzle Master:Ryan McCracken 

Contributors to this issue:   Sam Dooley, Chris Candelario,  

Matt Grinberg, Lior Lapid  

Games are annotated by Jim Johnston, with and without computer 

help, unless otherwise noted. Front Cover photo by Art Byers.  

Send games, articles and photos for the Desert Knight to:  

 jdjohnston@earthlink.net 

 From the NMCO President: When I first joined USCF, while living in San 

Diego, Ca. in 1975, I promptly entered a  postal chess class tournament. It was shortly 

thereafter that I had received my first move from a newly assigned postal opponent and 

learned just how special and awesome the game of chess is. The postal card read: ñ My 

name is Singray Hughes, I live in Tucson, AZ. Iôm 54 years old and have been bedrid-

den for 30 years.ò With Chess serving as common ground during the year we took to 

complete two games of chess I was afforded the opportunity to gain a friendship with 

this gentleman. 

 The benefits of chess are many. This is but one example. Iôve made it my mis-

sion, while serving as your president, to team up with our executive board and other 

NMCO members to expand chess activity for men, women, boys, girls, young and old 

alike.  This year our executive board has established a matching fund grant for our 

scholastic and college students (below 1400). We have also started a new chess program 

with our veterans at the VA Hospital. 

 For more information on these new programs please contact Arthur Byers or 

myself. Teaching and encouraging others to play chess will make a positive difference 

in their life as well as your own.   Oren Stevens 

From the Editor    (June 11) As usual I must thank Art Byers for doing all the real 

work of putting the magazine together and publishing it.  Thanks also to Ryan 

McCracken for some challenging puzzles. What is different is that this time we got 

some great notes from the players.  It always improves the magazine when there is a 

variety of annotators, so thanks to Chris Candelario for notes to a game from 39 years 

ago.  More recently Sam Dooley won a quad but sent in notes to his only loss.  Matt 

Grinberg sent notes to all of his games from the Memorial tournament and even sent in a 

problem he composed between rounds (see the Puzzle page).  Lior Lapid also sent notes 

to two of his wins in the SR Fide Open. Readers might be surprised to learn that Liorôs 

last round win against an I.M. which brought him a $1000 prize was not his all-time 

favorite game.  Starting in the next issue,  DK will print a new feature suitably enti-

tled ñMy Favorite Gameò with a casual game with amazing sacrifices where Lior fi-

nally mates with his few remaining pieces.  Chrisôs game would have fitted well under 

this heading and I am hoping that other NM players will dust off their archives and send 

us their favorite game.  Jim Johnston 
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     McCracken/Grinberg                              White Wins 

         By Ryan                                                   By Ryan 

 

     Sam Lloyd                                      Stamma 1745 

          Mate In 3                                                   Mate In 11 

           Mate in 7                                      White Wins 

 The Puzzle Page 

Puzzle Master: Ryan McCracken 
White to move  in all 
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N a t i o n a l  M a s t e r  C h r i s   

Candelario has contributed several 

interesting articles to Desert Knight  

in the past. Once again, Chris has 

gone into his archives for a  game he 

played  in 1972   (Ed.) 

Memoirs of a Chess Saboteur 

Part One by NM Chris Candelario 

SAND(ager)BAGGING 
 

 Steve Sandager is among the 

Southwestôs great tournament play-

ers, winning the NM state chess 

championship more than anyone else 

on record. In going over my scores, I 

believe I have a plus tournament 

score against him, 2w, 1d, 1L.  

 

 With Sandager we have won 

the NM State Team tournament at 

least twice and the "chess bughouse" 

championship once. In fact before 

the bughouse tournament, neither of 

us had ever played that brand of 

chess. Steve is also a terrific tennis 

player.  

 

SANDAGER -vs- CANDELARIO  

1972 Albuquerque Open / C1Ø 

French Defence Rubinstein Varia-

tion 

 

1. e4 e6 [I've never been of the 

French Defence persuasion, but 

Steve and I had worked together on 

home analysis on multitude lines of 

1. e4, c5 é ; so that was out of the 

question] 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 [Nd2 is 

the Tarrasch variation.] dxe4 

[Initializes the Rubinstein Variation. 

Just about any move except Bb4+ or 

the move I just played remains the 

Paulsen French. Bb4+ of course is 

the deeply analysed Winawer-

Nimzovitsch.] 4. Nxe4 Nd7 [Be7 is 

more accurate, but my thought is to 

overload on c5 and f6] 5. Nf3 Ngf6 

6. Nxf6+ Nxf6 [Now my move order 

seems almost justified and Be7 ap-

pears less accurate, and the plus is 

white advances my queen's knight 

into controlling 8-squares. A sidebar 

try would have been to play Ng3, but 

not really Steveôs style.] 7. Bd3 [Bc4 

& Bb5!?+ are other viable options, 

but I immediately see that his target 

is h7.] c5!? [Way aggressive as Be7 

is certainly more stable.] 8. Bg5 

[aggressive as 0-0 seems preferable] 

cxd4 [8. é Qb6 and 9. Bxf6 forces 

me with 3-pawn islands. Now I might 

eventually wage a queen-side minor-

ity attack against white's a/b/c 

pawns, but that's a long way off.] 9. 

Nxd4!? [White didnôt like Bb5+ still 

going for the 3-pawn islands] Qa5+ 

[Of course not 9. é, Qxd4 10. Bb5+ 

and white has a miniature. Be7 still 

appears to be the safest move.] 10. 

Bd2 [I was hoping for 10. Qd2, 

Qxd2  with a semblance of equality.] 

Qe5+ 11. Be3 Bc5  [Nd5 12. Bb5+ 

Ke7 radical but bear with this analy-

sis 13. Qd2 Nxe3 14. fxe3 Qc5 15. 0-

0 g6 16. Qf2 f5 17. Qh4+ Kf7 æ Be7, 

Bf6 and black looks fine.]  

12. O-O O-O 13. Nf3 Qc7 14. Bg5 

Be7 [Apparently a nice defensive 

move, but during the game I thought 

of trying 14. é, Nd5 in which case 

15. Be4 x-raying my rook on a8 

seems logical right on for white.] 15. 

c4 b6 [I thought b6 was a clever 

move, but Rd8 is more stable.] 16. 

Qe2 [Re1 books up] Bb7 17. Ne5 

[Rfe1] Rfe8?! [Somehow I really 

wanted to control my e6 point. Rfd8 

maintains]  18. Rae1 Nd7?? 


