New Mexico Champions – Spencer Lucas
Spencer Lucas was the shooting star of New Mexico chess. He came out of nowhere to win the 1973 and 1974 New Mexico
Championships. Then he stunned the world by winning the 1974 U.S. Junior Open Championship and raising his rating to over 2300!
But then he disappeared, at least from the chess scene. According to Wikipedia "He gave up chess, for the most part, in the mid-1970s
to focus on his academic career." What has he been up to since then? Again borrowing from Wikipedia:
"Spencer George Lucas is an American paleontologist and stratigrapher, and curator of paleontology at the New Mexico Museum of
Natural History and Science. His main areas of study are late Paleozoic, Mesozoic and early Cenozoic vertebrate fossils, stratigraphy,
and continental deposits, particularly in the American Southwest. His research has taken him on field trips to northern Mexico, Costa
Rica, Nicaragua, Jamaica, Kazakhstan, and Georgia, and he conducted extensive field and museum research in China in the 1980s and
1990s. He has written more than 500 scientific contributions (about 25-percent are articles in peer-reviewed journals), three books,
and has co-edited 14 books. In 2012, he co-authored a paper describing the world's smallest tetrapod footprints, found at Joggins,
Nova Scotia."
Sounds interesting, but unless those tetrapod footprints were on a chess board, it has nothing to do with chess. For a recent article
from the Albuquerque Journal on what he is up to, see this web site - http://www.abqjournal.com/467852/news/new-mexicos-newestdinosaur-unveiled.html
I was hoping to find at least one game played by Spencer, but no luck. However, I did find an article from the November, 1974
"Chess Life and Review" on the 1974 U.S. Junior Open Chess Championship. Not only was Spencer a surprise winner, but there was
an unusual complication to the event.
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